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The African Development Bank’s 2026 Annual Meetings in Brazzaville were marked 
by a major announcement: over USD 3.5 billion mobilized for the Congo Basin Blue 
Fund. At first glance, this might seem like just more excellent news for African climate 
finance. But in reality, the signal sent by Brazzaville goes much deeper. 

Behind the figures lies a far more profound transformation: the Congo Basin is 
gradually being recognized as a strategic global infrastructure. And this development 
sheds new light on the rationale behind the national AXIS program. 

 The Congo Basin changes status 

For a long time, the forests of the Congo Basin were primarily presented as an 
environmental heritage to be protected. This perspective remains essential, of course. 
But it is no longer sufficient. The vast tropical forests contribute directly to: 

 Global climate regulation 
 Carbon sequestration 
 Biodiversity conservation 
 The stability of water cycles 

In other words, they now fulfill functions comparable to those of critical infrastructure. 
Like energy grids or digital infrastructure, their proper functioning directly influences 
global balances. The forest is gradually ceasing to be solely a natural space. It is 
becoming a strategic asset. 

 The birth of a new value economy 

This evolution is profoundly transforming how natural resources are perceived. For 
decades, the dominant economic logic was based on extraction: produce more, export 
more, and attract more investment. But the new climate economies are introducing a 
different logic. Value is no longer solely linked to the resource itself. It increasingly 
depends on the ability to: 

 Measure 
 Certify 
 Trace 
 Govern 

The services produced by this resource. 

Carbon, biodiversity, and environmental services are gradually becoming economic 
assets. And like any asset, they require reliable infrastructure. 

 The vision of the "Solution Country" 

This development directly aligns with the vision of President Félix-Antoine Tshisekedi 
Tshilombo. For several years, he has presented the DRC as a "Solution Country." This 
expression goes far beyond purely environmental issues. It rests on a simple idea: 
Congo's strategic resources are now contributing to major global transitions: 

 Energy 
 Climate 
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 Industrial 
 Digital 

The real challenge is therefore no longer simply possessing these resources. 
Organizing their governance has become essential. Sovereignty is no longer limited to 
territorial control. It now encompasses the ability to govern the value flows associated 
with those resources. 

 Why AXIS is appearing in a new light 

This is precisely where the Brazzaville announcement becomes interesting. Since its 
launch, AXIS has often been viewed through the lens of: 

 Tokenization 
 Digital assets 
 Technological innovations 

But this interpretation is certainly too narrow. The signal sent by Brazzaville shows 
that the real issue is not technology. The real issue is governance. AXIS is not primarily 
a digital project. AXIS is a governance infrastructure. Its objective is to connect, within 
a single architecture, various elements: 

 Strategic resources 
 Public institutions 
 Investors 
 Local communities 
 Financial mechanisms 

in order to make the flows visible, traceable and governable. 

 From resources to flows 

For decades, wealth was associated with the resources themselves. Today, value 
creation increasingly depends on flows: financial flows, information flows, 
certification flows, compliance flows, and payment flows. A resource only becomes 
truly strategic when it can be integrated into mechanisms that guarantee its traceability 
and credibility. Wealth is no longer solely in the asset itself; it resides in the 
architecture that organizes its circulation. This is precisely the transition that AXIS 
seeks to support. 

 WinstantGold as a laboratory 

Any ambitious architecture must demonstrate its ability to function in the real world. 
This is the role of WinstantGold. The first pilot project of the AXIS program, it allows 
for the concrete testing of governance mechanisms that can then be applied to other 
strategic resources, both above and below ground. Two initiatives particularly 
illustrate this approach. GoldConnect seeks to make artisanal gold traceable, 
certifiable, and integrable into international standards. MACC applies a similar logic 
to environmental resources and community carbon. In both cases, the objective 
remains the same: to transform real resources into governable assets. 
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 What investors are now looking for 

International investors are no longer just financing resources. They are financing 
architectures of trust. To attract capital sustainably, five dimensions are becoming 
essential: 

 Real assets 
 Robust governance 
 Verifiable traceability 
 Sufficient liquidity 
 Measurable impact 

The new climate and environmental economies are based precisely on this 
combination. Trust is becoming an economic factor in its own right. And this is 
probably where AXIS's originality lies. The program seeks to simultaneously integrate 
these different dimensions within a single system. 

 The same architecture underlies gold, carbon, and payments 

At first glance, GoldConnect, MACC, and their associated financial infrastructures 
may seem to belong to different worlds. Yet, they all address the same question: how 
to make strategic resources governable in the 21st century? Whether it's: 

 Gold 
 Carbon 
 Payments 
 Data 
 Or digital identity 

The challenge remains the same: to build mechanisms capable of generating trust, 
compliance, and the flow of value. AXIS's true innovation likely lies in this systemic 
vision. 

 The goal: the prosperity of the territories 

Ultimately, the issue isn't technological. It's territorial. International recognition of the 
Congo Basin only makes sense if it generates tangible benefits for the people: 
education, health, water, energy, local infrastructure, youth employment, and 
women's empowerment. AXIS's goal isn't the tokenization of resources; it's the 
sustainable transformation of these territories. 

 The real question revealed by Brazzaville 

The announcement of USD 3.5 billion does not yet validate AXIS's success. But it likely 
validates the relevance of the question AXIS is trying to answer: How can global 
wealth be transformed into national prosperity? How can sovereignty, finance, 
climate, and development be linked? How can the infrastructure be built to enable the 
DRC to sustainably govern its strategic resources? As climate resources become global 
assets, governance infrastructure itself becomes an asset of sovereignty. It is precisely 
in this space that AXIS's ambition lies today. 


